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STATE OF TENNESSEE

Tennessee School for the Blind

And

Educational Resource Center for the Visually Impaired

115 Stewarts Ferry Pike – Nashville, Tennessee 37214

Phones: 615-231-7300 – Fax: 615-871-9312

MEMORANDUM
TO:             Superintendents, Tennessee Public Schools

                   Supervisors, Special Education    
                            Directors, Private Non-Profit Agencies
                   Teachers of the Visually Impaired

FROM:       Carol McCarroll, Director

                   Resource Center for the Visually Impaired

DATE:        January 24, 2011  

RE:            2011 Federal Quota Registration of Blind Pupils

In compliance with the Federal Act to Promote the Education of the Blind and in cooperation with the American Printing House for the Blind, the Tennessee State Department of Education conducts an annual registration of legally blind pupils enrolled in public and private agencies/schools.  The Federal Quota Registration is an annual, national census which determines the amount of Federal Quota Funds allocated to the TNSDE for the purchase by the Resource Center for the Visually Impaired of classroom instructional materials in adapted format and qualifies the registered students for receipt of these materials from the RCVI.

All students registered in the Federal Quota Program must:

· Meet the definition of blindness – “central visual acuity of 20/200 or less in the better eye with best correction or a peripheral field so contracted that the widest diameter of such field subtends an angular distance no greater than 20 degrees; or visual performance reduced by a brain injury or dysfunction when visual function meets the definition of blindness as determined by an eye care specialist or neurologist.”
· Be enrolled in a formally organized public or private, non-profit educational program of less than college level.

· Be enrolled with the registering school or agency on the first Monday in January.
The 2011 Federal Quota Registration enrollment and eligibility date is
Monday, January 3, 2011.
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A current eye report by an ophthalmologist or an optometrist must be on file for each eligible student.  A report from a neurologist is acceptable for students classified as “Functions at the Definition of Blindness” (FDB).  In addition, a written education plan which may be an IEP, a 504 Plan or other written education plan must be on file for each student as the verification that the student is enrolled in a formally organized instructional program.  These documents are not to be submitted to the SDE or the RCVI, but must be available from the LEA in the event that evidence of the student’s visual acuity or educational program is required.

During the annual Federal Quota Registration, questions are commonly raised regarding the role of the Tennessee Functional Vision Assessment in the Registration eligibility and documentation processes.  The Functional Vision Assessment is an evaluation which determines the educational implications of the eye condition.  The Functional Vision Assessment and its written report are not a part of the eligibility determination or the documentation of the eye condition for the Federal Quota Registration.

Registration instructions and 2011 Federal Quota Registration forms are enclosed in the mailing to special education supervisors and private school directors.  FQR instructions are included in the mailing to teachers of the visually impaired.  The pre-printed Federal Quota Registration form listing previously registered students (as of, January 4, 2010) and the Form for New Students listing newly registered students (as of January 3, 2011) must be signed either by the public school superintendent, special education supervisor, or by the private, non-profit agency director.  If no eligible, legally blind students are enrolled in your agency, the blank Form for New Students must be marked NO ELIGIBLE STUDENTS, signed and returned to the RCVI. 
The Federal Quota Registration Report is due on Tuesday, February 15, 2011.

If I can be of assistance, please contact me by phone at 615-231-7406 by FAX at 615-23-7408 or by e-mail at carol.mccarroll@tnschoolfortheblind.org. 

Thank you for your assistance and cooperation in this Registration process.

cc:  Joseph Fisher, Assistant Commissioner, Special Education
cc:  James Oldham, Superintendent, Tennessee School for the Blind
cc:  Elaine Brown, Director, TSB Outreach Services
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