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STATE OF TENNESSEE

Tennessee School for the Blind

And

Educational Resource Center for the Visually Impaired
115 Stewarts Ferry Pike – Nashville, Tennessee 37214

Phones: 615-231-7300 – Fax: 615-871-9312

Tennessee School for the Blind Outreach Services

Functional Vision Letter to Parent/Guardian
The Outreach Program at the Tennessee School for the Blind (TSB) is designed to supplement the education of children with visual impairments.  The program offers services to all school districts within the state of Tennessee. Two of the services offered are assessments and direct instruction.  These are available to schools that do not currently employ a certified teacher of students with visual impairments and/or a certified orientation and mobility instructor.

 
Your child has been referred to the TSB Outreach program.  Participation is voluntary and your child will not be penalized in any way should you choose not to accept these services.  These services are provided without cost.

The purpose of this letter is to request permission to provide your child with a Functional Vision Assessment.  This is an assessment to determine how your child uses his or her vision as it relates to the classroom and school setting.  The functional vision assessment determines both the quantity and quality of functional vision and also determines certification eligibility for vision services while your child is in school.  If applicable, it will look at what learning media will be most efficient.  Optimal lighting, seating preferences and other adaptations used to compensate for loss of vision may be determined.  Based on this information, recommendations are made to the teachers to help your child compensate for poor vision or lack of vision.  These recommendations may include direct services by a certified teacher of the visually impaired or suggestions that may be helpful to the classroom teacher.  TSB Outreach is available to provide some direct services that fall within the limits of our Outreach guidelines. The Special Education Supervisor in your child’s school district can request these services.  However, the main focus of TSB Outreach is to make suggestions and recommendations for programming.  TSB Outreach is not responsible for carrying out recommendations or any part of the Individualized Educational Program (IEP) unless specific arrangements are made between the school and TSB Outreach Teachers.  TSB Outreach will be pleased to go over the assessment and provide you with a written copy of the generated report.

We would also like permission for your child’s school to release information about your child’s vision and other related material that may be useful during the assessment.  This may include a report from your child’s eye doctor, a physical therapy report, occupational therapy report, and a psychological report.  To the extent legally possible, confidentiality of this information and any report generated will be strictly maintained.  

[image: image1.png]Please sign and return the attached permission slip to your child’s school at your earliest convenience.  If you have any questions about this letter, TSB Outreach, or your child’s participation, please contact: 

Elaine Brown


Director of Admissions and Outreach Services


Phone: (615) 231-7336    FAX: (615) 871-9312











The Tennessee School for the Blind is an equal opportunity, equal access, affirmative action employer


